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2023 WAS ANOTHER exciting and productive year for the Arts Council. It was our first full year in our new classroom and studio, where
we hosted nearly 1,000 participants in more than 130 art classes. From youth afterschool art classes to multi-week pottery sessions,
the studio was bursting with creativity all year long!

Beyond the success of the classroom, there was much to celebrate in 2023. We again hosted the Big Sky Artisan Festival, which featured
more than 100 artists from all around the region, as well as a celebration of different cultures and traditions on the Len Hill Park stage.
It was a resounding success! Len Hill Park also played host to our 14 free concerts—drawing close to 50,000 people—including Big
Sky’s first-ever outdoor heavy metal festival. Our collaboration with the Big Sky Waypoint meant more than 50 events—from music to
movies—presented for the community. Included in that was the debut of our Adventure Circuit Film Series, a curated selection of the
beset touring film festivals from around the world presented throughout the year. We also kicked off a new pubic art sculpture

campaign, featuring Montana native Brad Rude’s To the Skyland, which will be installed in the Big Sky Town Center sometime in 2024.

All of our efforts would not be possible without the support of our community, including our donors, business sponsors, grantors and
event attendees. We are extremely grateful for the support we have received, and we are passionate about continuing our mission to
enrich the community through artistic experiences. Although we celebrated our 35th year (our first event was in 1988) in 2023, we feel
like there is so much more to do, and that we are just getting started. We hope you can join us as we more forward with a vision of a
community connected to and inspired by art. Let’s all help to make Big Sky an art-centric place!

We’re excited for what 2024 will bring to the Arts Council, and what we can bring to you. Our free summer concert series kicks off on
June 20, and our spring is filled with a wide selection of art classes. Whether it’s in the classroom or in Len Hill Park for a Thursday concert,

we look Forward to saying hello and, most of all, thank you!
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Sincerely, o
Brian Hurlbut
Executive Director, Arts Council of Big Sky

bigskyarts.org

Q | On the Front Cover: Fan favorites Pinky and the Floyd wrap up another huge show at Music in the Mountains.



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

PUBLIC ART
Hired full-time Public Art and Outreach Coordinator
Installed lighting at Gibbous and Winter sculptures
Kicked off campaign to install To the Skyland by Brad Rude
Exhibited three different art installations at BASE gallery

EVENTS
Hosted 14 free concerts in Len Hill Park
Presented Montana Shakespeare in the Parks in August
Hosted more than 100 art vendors at the Big Sky Artisan Festival
2023 Auction for the Arts gala raised more than $165K for education programs
Collaborated with MSU School of Music for annual Madrigal Dinner
Music in the Mountains awarded Best Annual Event in Explore Big Sky poll
Presented more than 50 free film and music events at the Waypoint
Debuted the Adventure Circuit film festival series at the Waypoint
Hosted first-ever outdoor metal festival in Big Sky: Metal in the Mountains
Offered six classical and jazz concerts to the community through Bravo! Big Sky

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
More than 1,200 kids participated in our youth ARTventure activities
Collaborated with Montana Ballet on Discover Dance student program
Presented Mountainfilm in the Schools to local students
Invited eight high-school students to Seattle for annual ARTventure trip
Hosted Jasmine Pickner Bell for Artist in Residence student program
Nearly 900 total participants and more than 130 art classes at BASE
and much, much more!

Q | Top Right: Pottery class. Kids dancing at concerts. AJ Lee & Blue Summit. Staffivolunteer fun. Center Stage in Len Hill Park.



The arts IMPROVE LIVES so we aim to make our art spaces and

experiences welcoming, accessible, and affordable for all people.

* 69% of Americans believe the arts
\' "lift me up beyond everyday
experiences."

* 81% of Americans say the arts are
a "positive experiencein a
troubled world."

* 92% of those surveyed reported

"\ animproved impact on wellbeing
and a reduction of stress after
participating in Arts Council art

ooooooooo

“ I was so grateful and
happy every time I entered
the studio. Just to have an
adult space to create with
others who wanted to be

there to create as well. ”

~ Art Class Student



The arts CONNECT the community and help it thrive, so we make

arts experiences that are available and accessible to ALL people.

* 72% of Americans believe the arts
unify communities regardless of “ Building connections

age, race, and ethnicity. \
within our community as well

* 73% of Americans agree that the as with outside musical and

arts "help me understand other

cultures better.” cultural influences enriches Big
o Sky, while also making us feel
* 33% of individuals who take our

art class opt to pay above the valued and celebrated for what

suggested fee for classes in order makes our community unique. ”

to help make the classes
~ Local Artist and Big Sky Resident
ARTS
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accessible to their neighbors.



The arts ENRICH the community, so we strive to create artistic

experiences and to be stewards for the arts in our community.

* 90% of Montanans believe cultural
+ facilities improve quality of life and “ It's hard not to love an
86% believe they are important to : R _
local business and the economy. organization that is fully
committed to bringing amazing
74% of Montanans believe the arts . "
‘._ improve the quality and livability of music, ﬁImJ pUbhc art, and arts
" their community. education to our community. All
The Arts Council of Big Sky is great mountain towns celebrate the
" leading several initiatives to arts and Big Sky is one of those
' advance Big Sky's collective vision
eat places. - Community Memb
of being a regional hub for arts and great p ” ommanty Femner

culture.
BIG SKY



2023 FINANCIAL INFORMATION

INCOME: $1,300,742 EXPENSE: $1,329,140
N

w | The Arts Council is a platinum-level Guidestar participant, recognized for our committment to transparency. g’\él'gs-!-f%
Candid.




75 Annual
Volunteers Impact

1200

ARTventure youth served

37 5 Bl Dia de los Muertos Art Activities

Working artists supported

900

Art class participants
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Free concert attendees




Artist in Residence: Fashion Designer Gina Still Smoking

40%

People who used a reduced fee for art classes

140

Free film and music events

135

BASE art classes

23

Other educational programs

$1.2 million

Public art assets in our care



GRATEFUL

The ACBS is supported ]oy the fo“owing
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m | A young participant creating in the BASE art classroom.
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Providing access to the arts for all.
No barriers. Proud partners with our community.



CO NTRI BUTO RS Includes donations made from January 1 - December 31, 2023

Champions ($25,000 and up)

Big Sky Resort Area District

Trux and Durbin Emerson *

Bruce and Rebecca Emery

The Glore Fund

Greenvale Capital

Jereco Studios *

Spanish Peaks Community Foundation
Jill and Nick Woodman of the One Valley
Community Foundation

Visionaries ($10,000 - $24,999)

Mike and Sue Arneson

Big Sky Resort *

Big Sky Resort Area District

Brian and Tara Frank

Don Grasso

Kirsten Hilleman and Greg Slamowitz
Richard and Sandra Jacobson

Matt and Sheena Kidd

Lone Mountain Land Company
Melissa McKeithen

MJ Murdock Charitable Trust

Bob and Patty Rhea

The Shearson Family Giving Fund at The
Chicago Community Foundation

SRI Entertainment

The Wilson Hotel *

Yellowstone Community Foundation

Catalysts ($5,000 - $9,999)

Ace Hardware

The Big Sky Real Estate Co.

The Dreebin Family

Joe Green and Michelle Kristula-Green
Robbie and Nina Hill

Hungry Moose Market

Mike and Katie McElroy
Moonlight Community Foundation
Paul Neuman and Ashley Quande
Outlaw Partners

Stewards ($2,500 - $4,999)

3 Rivers Communications
American Bank of Montana
Frank and Paula Bennett
Challenger Landscaping *
Eric Christensen and Sue Elliott
Doug and Cathy DeVries
Martin and Kathy Dudley
East Slope Outdoors

First Security Bank

Paula Grasso Turner

HCI Builders Inc

Rob and Jill Inches
Mathieson Family Foundation
Tim and Debby McKenna
Montage Big Sky

Pure West Christie's

Risk Strategies

The Rocks

Alan Shaw and Marilyn Alkire
Leigh Stowe

Advocates ($1,000 - $2,499)

Rich and Lori Addicks

Walker and Debbie Bagby

Big Sky Build

Big Sky Landscaping & Irrigation

Big Sky School District

Blue Ribbon Builders

Mike and Colleen Cleary-Boyer
Broken Spoke Bar & Grill

Bud the Wonder Dog

Ania Bulis

The Cave Spirits & Gifts

Conoco Big Sky

Tim Cyr and Cathy Gorman

Mark and Cindy Fritz Family Foundation
George and Elsie Geiser

David Higginson

High Altitude Property Management
Chris and Heidi Johnson

Scott and Martha Johnson
Chris Killingstad

Ken and Tallie Lancey

Lennon Real Estate Inc

Robin Lorenzini

Lowery Donor Advised Fund at East Texas
Communities Foundation

Ken Lyons and Roberta Adair
Montana Arts Council

Derek Moskalyk and Gina Dee *
Kendall Neal

Kevin and Kimbie Noble

Julia Noble

NorthWestern Energy

Bob and Jana Norton

Marilyn Olson

Overholt Family Charitable Fund
Bill and Jennifer Reed

Ray and Erin Schultz

David and Betsey Stewart
Frank Summers and René Kraus
Luann Tammany

Kirk & Kellie Utzinger

Jeff and Maud Welles

Wellness in Action

Rob and Susan White
Yellowstone Country Montana

Friends (Up to $999)

Greg and Eileen Adams

Justa Adams

Steve and LeAnn Adams

Katie Alvin

David Anderson and Joan Halvajian *
Aimee Andren

Walter Andrews

Alysia Andrikopoulos

Hal and Dorita Arnold

Peter H. Bachman and Janet Rice Fund of
the Minneapolis Foundation

Donna Baird-Horne

Georgia and Brett Baker

Edward Banker

Joe Bardenheier and Camilla Bradley
David and Carol Barmore
Michael Batchik

John and Patty Bauchman

Nancy Bauchman

William Baxley

Robert Becker and Diane Handler
Bob and Muriel Bell

Laura Bell

Joe and Lanie Bellissimo

Peter Belschwender

Anne Bernhardt

Paul and Randi Betz

Daniel Bierschwale

Big Sky SNO

Jeremy Blyth and Miriam Schmidt
Frank and Georgia Boley

Meagan Boschert

Kathryn Bouchard

Bozeman Brewing Company
Katelin Bramley

Will Brewster and Surrey Schumm
David Broederdorf

Craig Brown and Becky Appenzeller
Megan Buecking

Polly Buotte

Emily Burke

Stan and Cyndee Button

Charlie and Melanie Callander
Robert and Ashley Cancro

Kaz Chaffin

Loretta Chowning

John and Mary Christensen
Pamela Perry Chumbley

Richard and Sharon Clarke

Ben and Ariane Coleman

Scott Colosi

Kathy Colwell and Conrad Hooge
Ann Cook

Bill and Koko Corbin



Kris Corzine

Audrae Coury

Marc and Patty Dash

Amy Davis

Ivy Davis

Sarah Day - Berkshire Hathaway
Mayah DeMartino

Gina and Daniel Dickinson
Kirk Dige

Melody Dill

Janice Doggett

Rex Dollinger *

Bayard Dominick and Callie Stoltz
Quint and Cicely Drennan
Amy Drews

Kelsey Dzintars

David and Sylvia Edgell
William Eelkema

Mia Elvecrog

Heidi Erickson

Randy Erlenbach and Sian Hunter
Paul Farrell and Paula Cleary
Joe and Mary Ann Fasanella
Ann Fetzer

Melvin Field

Marilyn Flint

Phil Fluke and Betsy McFadden
Sydney Fritz

Marla Ganoom

Maude Glore

Brian and Dawn Gonick

Jim and Peggy Good

Alina Grozav-Paulson

Mary Grundman

Jim and LynnAnne Hagar
Nancy Hagen

Anne Hall

Kyle Harris

Andy Hart

Alicia Hartley

Monica Healey

Emma Heller

Herbaceous

Brent Hildebrand

Wayne and Marilyn Hill

Joan Hoff

Jerry Hood

Brian Hurlbut

Alexandra Jacobs

Tracy Jacobson

Christie Jones

Denis Jones

Steven and Carolyn Jones Fund of The
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Rich and Leslie Jorgenson
Karst Stage, Inc. *

John and Brenda Keating

Kim Kendrick

Chuck and Lori Kramer

Nancy Kurz

Ronald and Nancy Kurz

Louis and Jean Kwall

Eric Ladd

Benedetta Ladisa

John and Deborah Lahey
Donna LaHue and Jack Wismeyer
Stephen and Susan Lamont
Bob and Jeanne Lang

Ryann Langdon

Darius and Cindy Larsen
Robert Lateiner

Ginger Lee

Derek and Mia Lennon

Tara Leskanic

Deb Lewis

William Lieberman

Clay Lorinsky and Shelly Bermont
Megan Lozano

Russ Lucas

Matt Lydens and Claire Thayer
Laura and Brian Maiocco

Tuck Mallery

Marc and Joanna Mantell
Cary Massey

Ky Mazzuca

Doug McCabe

Will McCollum

Jon McElyea

Liz McFadden

Emilie McGee

Brett McGinley

Rob and Liz McRae
Tamara Meyer

Dennis and Thais Mishler
Jennifer Mohler

Ty and Pride Moline
Montana Arts and Home
Whitney Montgomery
Sally Fraser Moskol

Olivia Mullen

Shaun Muncy

Maria Murders

Jenny Muscat

Tessie Nedelman

Ellie Nolan

Frank and Pam O'Connor
Ryan O'Connor

Susan OHara

Jennifer Olson

One Valley Community Foundation
Edward and Robin Orazem
Fred Orgas and JeNelle Johnson
Eric and Stacy Ossorio

Jill and Nick Page

Tom and Gayle Parseghian
Sean Parson

Beth Paskowski

Andrew Pettit

Tiffani Pierson

Pinky G's Pizzeria *

The Piper Foundation

Jim Prough

Quirsfeld Campbell Family Foundation
Timothy Radigan

Mary Margaret Rajala
Steve and Marie Rapp
Heather Rapp

Leon and Vera Remeniuk
Rod and Pam Rempt

Ann Rhoads

John and Jolene Romney
Roxy's Market

Donna Swank Rudiger
Angelique Ruff

Jim McMeekin and Kathy Ryan

Paul Schaus

Mark and Paula Schleicher
Mike and Andrea Scholz
Mary Lou Schreiner

Alisa Scott

Brianna Segerson

Todd and Le Ann Shaw
Renata Shore

Sean and Karla Slade

Jill Smith

Patricia Snider-Mueller
Carol Stack and David Cleveland
Angela Staples

Sally Stilwill

John and Katharine Stowe
Elisabeth Swanson

Dan Taft and Judy Katany
Carolyn Taylor

Sue Theden

Bob and Donna Thompson
Judd Thompson

Martin Tilson

Kate Tomkinson

Ty and Krista Traxler
Benjamin Tucker

Barb Turner

Christi Turner

Ryan Turner

Teri Turner

Tom von Lehman and Maggie Good
Shannon Watson

Joel Weinberg

Scott and Maria Sorce Westland
Carrie Wild

Bill and Reny Willoughby
John Winsauer

Shawna Winter

Bill and Pam Wood

Sam Woodger *

John and Ewa Zirkle

Rilie Zumbrennen

Brenda Zuniga

* denotes an in-kind donation



OUR MISSION: 10 enrich our community through artistic experiences

OUR VISION: A community connected to and inspired by art

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Melissa McKeithen President
Sally Stilwill Vice President
Kirsten Hilleman Secretary
Chris Johnson Treasurer
Marilyn Alkire

Sue Elliott

Durbin Emerson

Trux Emerson

Sheena Kidd

Michelle Kristula-Green
Betsey Stewart

Ewa Zirkle

A special thank you to outgoing board members Rebecca Appenzeller,
Mike Boyer, Nolan Glueckert and Peter Belschwender. And gratitude for
the hard work of our 2023 staff members Megan Buecking, Jane Liivoja,
Rachel Meihack and Katherine Berceau, who have since moved on.

Q | Back Cover: Scavenger rocks September’s Metal in the Mountains concert. ~ Right: Summer art camp.

STAFF

Brian Hurlbut Executive Director

Katie Alvin Development Director

Julie Edwards Education Director

Jesine Munson Public Art & Outreach Coordinator
Tamara Knappenberger Events & Operations Coordinator
Emma Heller Communications & Stewardship Coordinator
Katie Erbes Studio Assistant

bigskyarts.org

406.995.2742

PO Box 160308

285 Simkins Drive #117
Big Sky, MT 59716
hello@bigskyarts.org
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