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IMPACT REPORT Enriching our community  

through artistic experiences



TRANSFORMATIVE: if there is a word that can sum up the Arts Council’s activity in 2024, this is it. We had the incredible opportunity to purchase the 
old Choppers building at 77 Lone Peak Drive in November, and wow, has it been transformative already. Our offices now occupy the space, allowing for 
an improved (read: larger) area for staff and equipment. We have begun to activate the space by hosting open houses and select events for the com‐
munity. We’re hard at work with architects, builders, donors and community members to reimagine what the building can be. And yes, it will be trans‐
formative for the Big Sky community.  
 
Beyond the purchase of the building (wait, there’s more?), we have much to celebrate from 2024. We again hosted the Big Sky Artisan Festival, which 
featured nearly 100 artists from around the region, as well as a celebration of local music on the Len Hill Park stage. Len Hill Park also played host to our 
13 free concerts—drawing close to 50,000 people. Our collaboration with the Big Sky Waypoint meant more than 30 events—from music to movies—
presented for the community, incuding seven films as part of our Adventure Circuit Film Series, a curated selection of the best touring film festivals 
from around the world. We also finished off our campaign for a new pubic art sculpture, Montana native Brad Rude’s To the Skyland, which will be 
installed in Big Sky sometime this year. We collaborated with  other local nonprofits to create Big Sky’s first public pollinator garden around the moose 
sculptures at the Ousel Falls trailhead. Volunteers put in more than 1,000 hours, and our education program continues to grow and thrive: Because of 
our new space, we’re excited to offer a full 10 weeks of youth summer art camps in 2025! Finally, in February we  
received a permit to start a low‐power FM radio station that we hope to have online in 2026.  
 
All of our efforts would not be possible without the support of our community, including our donors, business sponsors, grantors and event attendees. We 
are extremely thankful for this support, and we are passionate about continuing our mission to enrich the community through artistic experiences. And al‐
though our new home has given us an exciting vision for the future, we realize the hard work that is front of us—but we’re ready to dig our heels in and 
help transform our town with the power of the Arts. We hope you can join us as we continue with a vision of a community connected to and inspired by art.  
 
We’re excited for what’s in store for Arts Council in 2025, and what we can offer to you. Our free summer concert series kicks off on June 26, and our spring 
and summer are filled with a wide variety of art classes and other events. Whether it’s in the classroom or in Len Hill Park for a Thursday concert, or in our 
brand new home at 77 Lone Peak Drive, we look forward to saying hello and, most of all, thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brian Hurlbut 
Executive Director, Arts Council of Big Sky

| On the Front Cover: Ophir School elementary students take part in an outreach program from the Arts Council. Photo by Becca Skinner.

bigskyarts.org



FINANCIALS
2024

The Arts Council is a platinum-level Guidestar participant, recognized for our committment to transparency.



EVENTS
the year in fun

Hosted 13 free concerts in Len Hill Park 

Auction for the Arts raised more than $200K for programs
Music in the Mountains awarded best  

family-friendly activity

Presented 7 film festival screenings at the Waypoint

Presented 12 jazz and classical concerts 
as part of Bravo! Big Sky series

Hosted 6 volunteer social events  
throughout the year

Offered annual events like the Madrigal Dinner,  
Shakespeare in the Parks, Skull and Roses Ball and more

Hosted 90 art vendors at our annual Artisan Festival

More than 50,000 people attended our events in 2024

Supported by more than 75 volunteers who donated 1,000 hours 
of their time at our events



EDUCATION
the year in learning

More than 2,500 kids participated in our youth  
ARTventure activities 

 
Collaborated with Montana Ballet on Discover Dance  

student program at local schools 
 

Invited eight high-school students to Seattle for  
annual ARTventure trip 

 
Hosted Jennifer Memke for Artist in Residence  

student program at Ophir school 

More than 900 total participants and more than 200 art classes offered 
 

Offered our firt-ever stained-glass classes in the BASE art studio 
 
Had participants aged 6 to 92 in our education classes and sessions 
 

        35% of participants took advantage of our reduced fee structure



PUBLIC ART
the year in engagement

Displayed work by more than 30 artists in our BASE art gallery

Finished capital campaign for To the Skyland sculpture by Montana-born artist Brad Rude

Commissioned Montana artist Stella Nall for Big Sky’s first large-scale public mural 
Installed 2 utility box wraps featuring work from local artists

Completed new community pollinator garden at redesigned area for  
Bull Moose and Calf sculpture at Ousel Falls Park trailhead

Upgraded signage and lighting at public art sculptures



The ACBS is supported by the following  
grantmaking foundations and organizations

| Shaping the future: a class participant works the wheel at one of our pottery classes in the BASE Art Studio.

GRATITUDE



PLANNING FOR 
THE FUTURE

Re-imagining the old Choppers 
building at 77 Lone Peak Drive  

to create a new space for creative  
collaboration and community  

connection
Thanks to an incredibly generous donor, the Arts Council was 
able to acquire the vacant building at 77 Lone Peak Drive in 
the Big Sky Town Center. We have big plans for the space, 
which will become a vibrant hub for creativity and a place 
where all members of the community can truly come together. 
 
We moved our administrative offices in the new building in 
early 2025, and already feel the exciting energy created by 
being in the space. We’ve hosted open houses, building tours 
and events to give the community a hint at what the future 
holds. It’s an exciting time for the Arts Council! 
 
Our staff and board are working with architects (CCY out of 
Basalt, Colorado) and builders to plan a vision that will meet 
the needs of the community, securing the future of the Arts 
in Big Sky and  helping us to provide Arts for All.



Expanded ceramics studio + additional classrooms  
Multi-use venue/event space 

Dedicated youth programming space 
Professional art gallery 

Basement music studios and performance space 
Low-power FM Radio Station 

Rooftop gathering/event space 
Administrative/meeting space 

OUR VISION
Renderings provided by CCY Architects.



IN THE FALL of 2024, the Arts 
Council brought in local so‐
matic/clay artist Jenn Mehnke 
Moore for our annual Artist in 
Residence program. Joined by 
photographer Becca Skinner, 
videographer Kate Hammer‐
meister, and ACBS Public Art 
and Outreach Coordinator Je‐
sine Munson, four days were 
spent visiting all students in Big 
Sky's Ophir Elementary School, 
with those in pre‐kindergarten 
through fifth grade participat‐
ing. The project had four ‘sta‐
tions,’ which focused on 
movement, creation and re‐
sponse through different work‐
shops. 
     At the beginning of each ses‐
sion, Jenn sat with students in a 
circle and described the project 
and answered any questions. 
Afterwards, students were en‐
couraged to move their bodies 
to the music to generate en‐
ergy that they would then 

transfer to their clay‐making ex‐
perience. The second stage of 
the workshop allowed students 
to play with clay. They could 
make something they had in 
mind but were encouraged to 

simply play, thinking about the 
textures and process. The final 
piece was to create a Living 
Mural in which students could 
contribute to throughout the 

session.  
     As you can see from Becca 
Skinner’s amazing  images, the 
students were engaged and in‐
spired through this process. 
The project will culminate this 
spring with a public reception 
and a showing of a video cre‐
ated by the Arts Council’s Digi‐
tal Media Coordinator, Kate 
Hammermeister.  
 
 
This Artist in Residence program was 
supported by the Montana Arts 
Council, which is funded in part 
through the National Endowment 
for the Arts

SPOTLIGHT: ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 



STOP INTO our BASE art class‐
room on any given Monday or 
Thursday and you’ll see a 
bustling hub of activity, a place 
where elementary and middle 
school students come to create, 
collaborate, and most of all—
have fun. Our afterschool 
ARTventure program was a busy 
place in 2024, hosting middle 
schoolers on Mondays and ele‐
mentary  kids on Thursdays 
throughout the school year. Led 
by Arts Council staff, each week 

the kids work on different proj‐
ects in a wide variety of medi‐
ums. As the only dedicated arts 
afterschool program in Big Sky, 
the program seeks to enrich the 
youth of our community 
through these artistic experi‐
ences. And to reduce the barri‐
ers for participation, each class 
is offered on a Contribute What 
You Can fee structure, meaning 
the program is affordable and 
accessible to all.  
     "It has been incredibly spe‐
cial for me to work with kids 
through our youth art pro‐
gram,” says instructor Giuliana 
Olivo. “I feel beyond grateful to 
help guide our students in de‐
veloping lasting art skills that 

allow them to explore the cre‐
ation of something they can 
truly feel proud of– all while 
having fun together in the 
process.” The Arts Council is 
planning on expanding the pro‐
gram to include more days, in‐
cluding school PIR days, when 
we have more space available. 
In the meantime, we will be of‐
fering 10 weeks of youth sum‐
mer art camps in the summer of 
2025—for the first time ever—
in our new space at 77 Lone 
Peak Drive.  
 
Our education programs are funded 
in part through grants from the  
Spanish Peaks, Yellowstone Club and 
Moonlight Community Foundations.

SPOTLIGHT: AFTER SCHOOL ART

 
120 hours of instruction  

265 participants 

63% used reduced fee option 
 

1,000,000 smiles



CONTRIBUTORS Includes donations made from January 1 – December 31, 2024
Transformational Donors ( > $200,000) 
Don Grasso ◆ ⌂ 
Trux and Durbin Emerson ◆ ⌂ 
Big Sky Resort Area District 
 
Champions ($25,000 ‐ $199,999) 
Roberta Adair ⌂ 
The Big Sky Real Estate Co. ⌂ 
Cottle Carr Yaw Architects Ltd ⚹ 
The Clinton Family Fund ⌂ 
The Glore Fund ⌂ 
Jereco Studios ⚹ 
Lone Mountain Land Company 
Spanish Peaks Community Foundation ◆ 
Yellowstone Club Community Foundation 
 
Visionaries ($10,000 ‐ $24,999) 
Mike and Sue Arneson 
Big Sky Events 
Big Sky Resort ⚹ 
Joe and Mary Ann Fasanella 
Brian and Tara Frank 
Maude Glore Charitable Fund ⌂ 
Joe Green and Michelle Kristula‐Green ⌂ 
Kirsten Hilleman and Greg Slamowitz 
Richard and Sandra Jacobson 
Matt and Sheena Kidd 
Ken and Tallie Lancey ⌂ 
Melissa McKeithen 
Moonlight Community Foundation 
Morgridge Family Foundation 
Patti Noble and Steven Kempf 
Bob and Patty Rhea ◆ 
SRI Entertainment 
Wilson Hotel ⚹ 
Jill and Nick Woodman 
 
Catalysts ($5,000 ‐ $9,999) 
American Bank of Montana 
Big Sky Sotheby's International Realty 
Bozeman Health 

Keith and Erin Brown ◆ 
Gina and Daniel Dickinson 
First Security Bank 
HCI Builders Inc 
Chris Killingstad 
Mathieson Family Foundation 
Pure West Christie's 
Risk Strategies 
Sally Stilwill ⌂ 
Susan and Rob White ◆ 
Yellowstone Club 
 
Stewards ($2,500 ‐ $4,999) 
3 Rivers Communications 
Cottle Carr Yaw Architects Ltd 
Missy O'Malley Cashman ⚹ 
Creative West 
Doug and Cathy DeVries 
Mark and Cindy Fritz Family Foundation 
Robbie and Nina Hill 
Chris and Heidi Johnson 
Lakeshirts ⚹ 
Peter and Lisa Merrigan 
Montana Arts Council 
Alisa Scott ◆ 
Alan Shaw and Marilyn Alkire 
Paula Turner ◆ 
Teri Turner ◆ 
Yellowstone Country Montana 
 
Advocates ($1,000 ‐ $2,499) 
Rich and Lori Addicks 
Brody Babick and Courtney Collins ◆ 
Walker and Debbie Bagby 
Thad Beaty and Annie Clements 
Paul Bertelli and Jillian Bowers 
Big Sky Landscaping & Irrigation 
Blue Ribbon Builders 
Hap and Sue Brakeley 
David Broederdorf 

Broken Spoke Bar & Grill 
Veronica Bryant 
Bud the Wonder Dog 
Robert and Diana Carter 
The Cave Spirits & Gifts 
Eric Christensen and Sue Elliott 
Conoco Big Sky 
Paul Farrell and Paula Cleary 
George and Lili Geiser 
Victorio Gonzales and Heather Morillo 
High Altitude Property Management 
Joelle Kayden 
Clay Lorinsky and Shelly Bermont 
Lowery Donor Advised Fund at East Texas Communities 
Foundation 
Ken Lyons and Roberta Adair ⌂ 
Mike and Katie McElroy 
Amy and John McHugh 
NorthWestern Energy 
Marilyn Olson 
One Valley Community Foundation 
Overholt Family Charitable Fund 
Whit and Nancy Peyton 
Bill and Jennifer Reed 
The Sauer Family 
State Of Montana, Dept Of Commerce ◆ 
David and Betsey Stewart 
Luann Tammany 
Kate Tomkinson ◆ 
Judson and Michele Wyatt ◆ 
 
Ambassadors ($500 ‐ $999) 
Peter H. Bachman and Janet Rice Fund of the Minneapolis 
Foundation 
Edward Banker ◆ 
Paul and Randi Betz 
Andy and Penny Boswell 
Bozeman Spirits Distillery 
Clark Cada 
Brian Cattin 
Ann Fetzer 



Doug and Alexandra Karram Feurring 
Glenn Gumpel 
Graham and Jennifer Hill 
Wayne and Marilyn Hill 
Susan and Mark Hillgren 
Jed and Liz Hogan 
Steven and Carolyn Jones Fund of The Greater Cincinnati 
Foundation 
Tim and Megan Kirley 
John and Deborah Lahey 
Tim and Suzanne Leonoudakis Fund 
Deb Lewis 
Scott Lewis and Marilou Roth 
Jill Littlejohn 
Karen Macklin and Don Mattusch 
Marc and Joanna Mantell 
Dennis and Thais Mishler 
Fred Orgas and JeNelle Johnson 
Roxy's Market 
Mike and Andrea Scholz 
Sean and Karla Slade 
Carol Stack and David Cleveland 
Carolyn Taylor 
Emilie Wagner 
Jeff and Maud Welles 
John and Ewa Zirkle 
 
Friends (up to $499) 
Steve and LeAnn Adams ⌂ 
Chris and Carrie Albro 
Katie Alvin 
Ben Anderson 
Hal and Dorita Arnold 
Georgia and Brett Baker 
Nancy Bauchman 
Robert Becker and Diane Handler 
Beehive Basin Brewery ◆ 
Fred and Kim Begien 
Elizabeth Bernstein 
Jacob Blevins 
Mike Boyer and Colleen Cleary‐Boyer 
Mike Boyer and Colleen Cleary‐Boyer in Memory of Roger 
Schwer 

Hannah Bratterud 
Cynthia Briano 
Ken Burgwin and Joanna McCoy 
Stan and Cyndee Button 
Kaz Chaffin 
Derek and Jenny Christensen 
Pamela Perry Chumbley 
Kris Corzine 
Audrae Coury 
Tim Cyr and Cathy Gorman 
Anonymous via the Dayton Foundation 
Jonathan Distad 
Patricia Doherty 
Bayard Dominick and Callie Stoltz 
Bennett Drozic 
Laura Eklo 
Randy Erlenbach and Sian Hunter 
Phil Fluke and Betsy McFadden 
Mike Franckowiak and Gay Ebers 
Mary Grundman 
Christl Gump in memory of Roger Schwer 
Christl Gump 
Wendy Helfand 
Howard and Sarah Jane Hewitt 
Grant and Fern Hilton 
Chris Horst 
Brian Hurlbut 
Justin and Kami Hussey 
Rob and Jill Inches 
Nan and Bill Johnson 
Bud and Marjie Jordan 
Bob Kahn and Sharon Huntley Kahn 
Patrick and Kirsten Kainz 
Lisa Kaufman 
John and Brenda Keating 
John and Susan Kern 
Tamara Knappenberger 
Julia Knowlton 
Elizabeth Kraus 
Ronald and Nancy Kurz 
Jean Kwall in memory of Roger Schwer 
Darius and Cindy Larsen 
Ginger Lee 

Les and Terye Loble 
Court and Robin Lorenzini 
Matt Lydens and Claire Thayer 
Laura and Brian Maiocco 
Peter Mathieson 
Jane McCarthy 
Tim and Debby McKenna 
Whitney Montgomery 
David and Alice Mott 
Thomas Murphy ◆ 
Walt and Mary Peet 
Steve and Marie Rapp 
Teal Reed ◆ 
Leon and Vera Remeniuk 
Rod and Pam Rempt 
Arleen Rice 
John and Jolene Romney 
Paul Schaus 
Richard and Dabney Schmitt in memory of Roger Schwer 
Douglas and Nancy Schrank 
Mary Lou Schreiner 
Kathy Scott 
Laura Seyfang 
Todd and Le Ann Shaw 
Marsha Sisney ◆ 
Patricia Snider‐Mueller 
John and Katharine Stowe 
Dan Taft and Judy Katany 
Sue Theden 
Bob and Donna Thompson 
Bob and Donna Thompson in memory of Roger Schwer 
Stephanie Uter 
Anthony Venditti ◆ 
Tom von Lehman and Maggie Good 
Robin and John Willink 
Shawna Winter 
Kerri Wolcott 
Bill and Pam Wood 
Zinovo Matches 
 
 ⚹ Includes In Kind Donations 
 ⌂ Includes Capital Campaign Donations 
 ◆ Includes Public Art Donations 



OUR MISSION: 
A community connected to and inspired by art

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Melissa McKeithen President 
Marilyn Alkire Vice President 
Betsey Stewart Secretary 
Chris Johnson Treasurer 
Sue Elliott 
Durbin Emerson 
Trux Emerson 
Mary Ann Fasanella 
Kirsten Hilleman 
Sheena Kidd 
Michelle Kristula-Green 
Peter Mathieson 
Sally Stilwill 

STAFF
Brian Hurlbut Executive Director 
Katie Alvin Development Director 
Julie Edwards Education Director 
Jesine Munson Public Art & Outreach Coordinator 
Tamara Knappenberger Events & Operations Coordinator 
Kate Hammermeister Digital Media Coordinator 
Yvonne Leung Stewardship Coordinator 
Sierra Hooge Studio Art Educator 
Zach Stephens Studio Art Educator 
Shannon Brennan Studio Art Educator 
Riley Oglevie ARTventure Educator 
Giuliana Olivo ARTventure Educator 
Jay Jacobson ARTventure Assistant  
 
406.995.2742 
PO Box 160308 
77 Lone Peak Drive 
Big Sky, MT 59716

| Back Cover: The Wood Brothers play to a packed summer crowd.    Right: Students create a living mural. Photo by Becca Skinner. 

OUR VISION: 
To enrich our community through artistic experiences

bigskyarts.org 
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